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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 35 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. 4,029,103 to McConneU. 

The patent to McConnell discloses a tube support for medical tubings 
including a planar surface (14) having a tube contacting curvilinear channel (13) of 
substantially circular cross-section disposed therein for receiving tubing (1 8) wherein 
the intravenous tubing is held stationary in the channel and wherein the device is 
configured to prevent flow constricting areas from forming in the flexible tubing, as 
recited in claims 35 and 37. 

2. Claims 49, 50 and 56-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. 3,942,528 to Loeser. 

The patent to Loeser discloses a kink-resistant tubing apparatus comprising a 
rectangular block support member, fig. 7, the block including at least two channels 
(140) in the block for retaining a piece of tubing (142), wherein the block supports the 
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weight of the tubing and the piece of flexible tubing passes through both or all of the 
channels, as recited in claims 49 and 50. It is disclosed that the device is formed of a 
plastics material, which materials are known to form devices that are rigid or semi- 
rigid. 

3. Claims 49, 50, 52 and 56-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. 5,890,684 to Stewart et al. 

The patent to Stewart et al. discloses a tubing apparatus comprising a support 
member, wherein the support member is a soUd rectangular block (12), at least two 
parallel channels (28, 32) through the solid rectangular block for retaining tubing and 
structure, including third opening (38) and bolt (40) to support the weight of the 
tubing apparatus without substantially deforming the tubing retained by the support 
member, as recited in claims 49, 50 and 52. It is disclosed that each channel is 
operable to receive respective end portion of respective cables, though only one such 
end portion is being shown at (36). It is further disclosed that a further end portion 
may be inserted through the opening (34). It is disclosed that the block is formed of a 
suitably flexible plastic material such as aluminum, so it could be rigid or semi-rigid. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 15, 26 and 31-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. 5,916,199 to Miles in view of Applicant's disclosure and U.S. 
3,942,528 to Loeset. 

The patent to Miles discloses a tubing support member having at least one 
substantially planar surface, a channel (60) formed in the planar surface the channel 
having a semi circular cross section and lying in the single plane, and means (64) for 
holding a piece of tubing within the support member. The channel having at least a 
semi-circular cross-section, but does not disclose the use of an adhesive being used. 
Applicant discloses in the specification, page 15, Unes 10-16 that when the channel is 
of a cross-section equal to or less than a semi-circle, the tubing is preferably secured 
by means weU known in the art, such as by adhesive. The patent to Loeser also 
discloses a non-kink tube device, wherein it is disclosed, col. 5, lines 2 and 3 that the 
tubing (142) is adapted to the ports (136, 138) by glue or other means well known in 
the art. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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the invention was made to provide to the channels of Miles, an adhesive as su^ested 
by both the Applicant's specification and Loeser wherein in it is known to provide to 
a tube holding channel, an adhesive in order to assist in securing the tubing to the 
tubing support. In regard to the limitations recited in claims 32 and 34, Miles 
discloses a plurality of apertures at (80) and in the middle of the aperture that may be 
used for receiving straps or supporting devices or could be used for reduction of 
weight of the support device. 

5. Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Loeser 
in view of Stewart et al. 

Loeser does not disclose the structure to support the weight of the tubing 
apparatus as comprising a hole through the support member, being perpendicular to 
the two channels. The patent to Stewart et al. discloses a cable support device also 
including a rectangular block and two channels in which ends of respective cables are 
inserted. The support block can be supported against a surface by a third opening 
(38) which may receive a bolt (40) for securing the member to that surface, such as a 
structural tower member. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide to the device of Loeser a third 
hole, being perpendicular to the channels so that it may support its own weight and be 
secured to another device. 
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Response to Amendment 

6. The amendment after final has been entered, but upon further review of the art 
it is believed that some claims previously indicated as allowable are not. For instance, 
claim 15 is rejected with Miles in view of Applicant's disclosure and Loeser. Miles, 
as has been discussed previously, discloses a support including a planar surface, and a 
channel formed in at least one of the planar surfaces, but does not disclose an 
adhesive. The Applicant's own specification discloses that using an adhesive is known 
in the art to secure a tube to a support having a semi circular cross section or less than 
semi-circular cross section. Loeser also discloses the use of adhesives to secure the 
tube to the support. Claim 35 is rejected in view of McConnell wherein it discloses a 
tube support including a planar surface having a curvilinear channel of substantial 
circxxlar cross section for receiving a tubing. Claim 49 is rejected by Stewart et al., 
wherein it discloses a soUd block including a plurality of channels for receiving the 
ends of a tubing or tubings and a third opening for receiving a bolt that supports the 
block. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 27-30 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claims 20-25 and 36 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Patrick F. Brinson whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4897. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin P, Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 




Patrick F. Brinson 
Primary Examiner 
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P. F. Brinson 
June 3, 2007 



